
The Women’s Health and Cancer Rights Act

In 1998, the Women’s Health and Cancer Rights Act was signed into law to provide 
greater benefits and safeguard the rights of breast cancer patients.  This law includes important 
protections for mastectomy patients who elect breast reconstruction in connection with a 
mastectomy.

In accordance with this Act, Local 399’s Health and Welfare Plan (the Plan) provides coverage 
as stated below.

A person who undergoes a mastectomy who is covered under the Plan, and who elects breast 
reconstruction in connection with the mastectomy, will have coverage available for:

     • Reconstruction of the breast on which the mastectomy has been performed.

     • Reconstruction of the other breast to produce symmetrical appearance and;

     • Prostheses and physical complications of all stages of mastectomy, including 
        lyphedemas

Such coverage will be subject to the Plan’s deductibles, coinsurance and all other provisions of 
the Plan as stated in the Local 399 Health & Welfare Summary Plan Description.


